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Bava Basra — Simanim
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1. If paupers requesting food or clothing are investigated

Rav Huna said: niitn? ' T2 — We investigate poor people asking for food to verify their need, |'7T12 'Kl
N1027 — but we do not investigate those asking for clothing, rather we give them immediately. He offers a
logical explanation: 'Tan Xy 'Xn — this one requesting clothing disgraces himself by coming forward
inadequately dressed, and his legitimacy is assumed, as opposed to those asking for food, who are not
disgracing themselves, and are investigated. Rav Huna also provides a source from a passuk.

Rav Yehudah says the opposite, that applicants for clothing are verified, and those requesting food are
not. He offers a logical explanation: n*? Xayxnj? 'Kn — this one requesting food is suffering from hunger (if
he is being truthful), so we do not delay providing him with food to investigate, but those requesting
clothing are not physically suffering, and can await verification. He interprets the very passuk quoted by
Rav Huna as proving his position. A Baraisa supports Rav Yehudah’s opinion.

2. '71Ta [12WNY7 NOIVXN ALINOI NLVIND 'D

Rebbe Elazar explained the passuk: 1MW) npTY WA= And he wore charity like a coat of mail, to teach
that just as with a coat of mail, 7172 |IMW7 NOVXN NO'271 N7 720 — each and every scale combines
together to create a large coat of mail, 7172 1I2WN7 N9IVXN NVNBI NV 72 NZTX X — so too with
tzedakah, each and every perutah given combines together to become a great total. Rebbe Chanina gave
a different source: 1'NITY 722 DTV TA2d1 — And all our charitable acts are like a repulsive garment. Just as
with a garment, 7ITa TA27 N90V¥N XNl XN 70 — each and every thread combines to form a large
garment, 71T [IAWN7 N9I0XN NVINBI NVND 72 NPTX X — so too with tzedakah, each and every perutah
given combines together to become a great total.

3. DTTX RX¥NLLAFTY QTN

Rebbe Yitzchak quoted the passuk: TI2dI NZTX D'*N X¥N' TONI N7 TX TN — He who pursues opportunities
to do charity and kindness will find life, charity and honor. He asked, does this mean that by pursuing
charity, he will become poor and require charity?! Rather, the passuk teaches: npT¥ 'K QTN "D —
anyone who pursues charity, N7 TX |2 NWIYI NIYNA 17 X'¥NN XIN N2 WITN — Hashem provides him
money, which he uses for charity. Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said: D2ainnn 12 17 X'xnn X0 N2 wITpn
NZTY DN7 NIWY7— Hashem arranges for him worthy people for whom he does charity, nn*7y 72p'7 12
INDW —in order for him to receive reward for helping them. This means to exclude from Rabbah’s
explanation of Yirmiyah’s prayer, in which he asked Hashem that even when his enemies subdue their ¥
yInand seek to do charity, [2a1nn |2'XW DTX 122 D7'WIN — “make them stumble by sending them
people unworthy of charity, 1w |n*7v 17257* K7W 12 — so they will not receive reward for them.” Rebbe
Yehoshua ben Levi said, based on the above passuk: nzT¥ NIWY7? 2210 725 — anyone who regularly
performs charity, NTaR "2 IV "72¥2 NNdN *72¥2 02 17 "In- will have sons who possess wisdom,
wealth, and knowledge of Aggadah.

Siman - Teapot
When the hungry pauper came to request some biscuits and tea from the gabbai tzedakah was not
investigated, due to his suffering, and was immediately served tea from the “Coat of Mail” tzedakah
fund that was collected one perutah at a time, adding up to a sizable amount, a man came running
along to participate in the tzedakah, in the hope that he will be repaid with more money to give out,
| _and find worthy people to give to.
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When the hungry pauper who came to request some biscuits and tea from the gabbai tzedakah was not investigated, due to his
suffering, and was immediately served tea from the “Coat of Mail” tzedakah fund that was collected one perutah at a time, adding up to
a sizable amount, a man came running along to participate in the tzedakah, in the hope that he will be repaid with more money to give
out, and find worthy people to give to.
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